
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Being Successful 

 

     In our readings from scripture this morning we find out Jesus gave His final pep talk 

to His followers and then was lifted up in a cloud that took Him out of their sight. St. 

Paul goes into a little more detail. He said that God raised Christ from the dead and set 

Him at His own right hand up there in the heavenly kingdom. And He placed Him 

above all the principalities and powers…above every other name…not only in this 

world but also in the world to come. 

     Who would have thought that a humble carpenter from Nazareth would ascend into 

heaven and sit at the right hand of God Himself? No one! 

     Don’t you wish you could go back some 2000 years and whisper into Herod’s 

ear…and Pilate’s ear…and Caesar’s ear and say, “Look, dummies, long after you 

become a footnote in the history books…still, this simple preacher right up to this very 

moment has the love and allegiance of hundreds of millions of loyal followers. He is 

actually seated at the right hand of God Himself. And His name is above every other 

name.” 

   I am sure they would not even want to listen to what we have to say. Still, wouldn’t it 

be fun to let them know that the Jesus they rejected is now King of Kings and Lord of 

Lords?!! And they themselves are just bad memories? 

     This morning I want to ask you something important. Who is a success? And who is 

a failure? Two thousand years ago you probably would have said Herod, Pilate and 

Caesar were successes. And Jesus?  Well, He was a wretched failure who died on a 

cross between two thieves. So, you see, it is very difficult to predict who is going to be 

successful. 

     Be that as it may, I just have to ask you…are you a success? That is my question for 

you this morning. I know there are some of you who would not want to answer. And 

you may rate your lives as not being very special. Still, I have the authority and the 

know-how to set you straight. So, here is the final word: you are a success!! Your life is a 

lot richer than you realize. And, one day, you are going to see how successful you really 

are. And there are many other people that our world counts as successful who are 

nothing but an illusion. 
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     Today I would like to share with you two principles by which you can know if your 

life is successful or not. These principles have nothing to do with money or power. Let’s 

face it, Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton are someday going to occupy the same size 

coffin as you and I. Their wealth and power are going to be left behind. Will their lives 

be considered successful? That is not for us to judge! But here are two principles by 

which you can judge the success of your own life: 

     Principle 1 is – will the world be a better place because you have been here? That tells 

us that just getting by is not going to cut it. 

     Principle 2 is – when you leave this world are you going to leave behind a legacy of 

love? We have to learn to really live for others. 

     Herod, Pilate and Caesar were legends, but only in their own minds and their own 

times. They did not ascend to sit at God’s right hand. Still, JESUS DID!! Why? Because 

He left this world a better place. He left behind a legacy of love. So, learn from His 

example. Most of us cannot accumulate as much money as Trump, but we can excel in 

matters where it really counts. We can leave the world a better place by living a life full 

of love. I know you want to be truly successful. So, what do you say? Let’s do it!   

*Inspired by Acts 18:1-8 


